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By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 
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Tuursbday, November the 25th, 1756. 





To Mr... Fitz-Apa™, 


) H E ‘feafon ‘is now approaching 
a when the wifdom of the nation 
28 provides the fupplies neceflary for 
the fupport of government. The 
two great queftions commonly de- 
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ex eg bated on fuch occafions, are the 
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WHEREFORE and the How. The WHEREFORE, as 
the politician in the Rehearfal fays, anfwers itfelf ; but 
then as to the quomodo, or the now, here the inven- 
tion of the ingenious lover of his country may, with- 
-out offence, be-exerted. : 
CERTAIN 











‘1224 THE WORLD. _ Na. 204. 

‘Cerrary unfubfidized pamphleteers have thought 
_proper to obferve, that fcarcely a fingle tax can be de- 
‘vifed which has not been already impofed, in order to 
‘ftrip this deggarly nation (as they are pleafed to call it) 
-even of it’s rags: for if we eredit thefe gentlemen, the 
-nation does indeed hang in tatters, and we mutt expeé& 
‘very fpeedily to hear Britannia crying out with a moft 
-lamentable voice in the ftreets, “« Pray your honour, 
“** do, good your honour, one fingle farthing to a poor 
‘ diftrefled gentlewoman, with a great charge of help- 
“© Jefs children.” 

A CERTAIN emperor is reported to have offered a 
-reward to any one who fhould difcover a new {pecies 
-of pleafure ; and it is hoped, that in imitation of that 
emperor, the miniftry will make /ome promifes to any 
-one who {hall invent a new tax. ° 

For my own part, I flatter myfelf that I have difco- 
vered fome methods of raifing money by taxes, which 
have hitherto efcaped the refearches of projectors and 
politicians: but however -various my ways and means 
may be, I fhall content myfelf at prefent with commu- _ 
nicating only one of my fchemes, that from the recep- 
tion it meets with from thofe.in power, I may. be tempt- 
.ed either to conceal or make public the reft. 

‘ THERE is a certain fpecies of converfation, which is 
‘commonly termed she faying of Goop THINGS. In 
this commodity almoft everybody deals. The cheefe- 
-monger’s wife at a goffiping, and the haberdafher at the 
‘Club, fay Goop THINGs as well as their betters, during 
the fhort intervals from Whift. This commodity has 
hitherto efcaped the obfervation of the legiflature ; and 


-yet no fufficient reafon appears why a tax may not be 
‘impofed upon every Goop THING which fhall be faid, 


uttered, of fpoken from and after Lady-day next. 


In 
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Ir will poffibly be objected that fome difficulties may. 
occur as to the proper methods of levying this tax. The 
officers of the revenue, it may be faid, cannot be fup- 
pofed proper judges of what is, and what is not, a Goop 
THING; and an appeal to the quarter {eflions, in all 
probability, would not much mend the matter. To 
this itemay be anfwered, that in the cafe before us, the 
ufer or coniumer may be fafely trufted on his bare affirm- 
ation; an indulgence which I-fhould very unwillingly 
recommend on any other occafion. The method I 
-would propofe, is, that every perfon who fays a Goop 
THING, fhall receive a certificate thereof on ftampt pa-~ 
per, for which certificate the fum of two fhillings and 
-fixpence only fhall be exacted: providing always, that 
he who fays a VERY GooD THING. may for fuch vERY 
‘GOOD THING demand a certificate as aforefaid, on pay- 
ment of five fhillings in manner aforetaid. 

Ir may be farther objected, as this tax is propofed to 
extend to the writing, as well as faying GooD THINGS, 
. that it will be of inexpreflible detriment to many protef- 
fed authors. Their intereft and their vanity will encline 

them to contribute largely to the ftamp duty; but it 
cannot in reafon be expected that they thouid ever be able 
to raife a fingle half-crown for the purchafe of a certi- 
ficate. My intention, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is not to injure 
‘thefe gentlemen. J pity poor authors with all my 
heart. They “* who cannot dig, and who to beg are | 
-« afhamed,” muff write: far be it from me therefore to 
. deprive them of an ingenious livelihood. To quiet their 
minds, I humbly propofe that they fhall not be obliged 
to tax themfelves, but that their readers fhall tax them 
for every Goop THING which they may chance to pub- 
‘dith. Thus will the tax become no intolerable grievance: 


indeed 
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undeed it will be fcarcely felt, unlefs falfe Esglith, low 
‘wit, and licentious feurrility be declared.Goop THINGS 
‘by public authority.” All that I entreat is, that as I leave 
‘them the liberty of wetting what they pleafe, they will 
alfo allow me the liberty of reading what I pleafe. By 
this means we fhall have little intercourfe, and confe- 
‘quently little occafion for quarrel. 

Tus tax will indeed fall {omewhat heavy upon you, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam: but in'times of danger and difficulty, 
-every man muft contribute according to his ability to the 
neceffities‘of his country. However, to make this mat- 
ter eafy, Iam willing to yeild you the whole honour of 
my invention ; and I doubt not but you may obtaina fa- 
ving claufe, impowering you to write GooD THINGS 
without the expence of a certificate. 


We ate all of us apt to fhew fume degree of partiality 


to our own children ; and this may, perhaps induce me 
to be over-fond of my-prefent project. Yet the moftim- 
partial muft acknowledge, that no tax .can‘be more ex- 
tenfive, or be levied with greater eafe to the public and 
the fubjeét. It will therefore afford me the higheft fatis- 
faction to fee this my darling fcheme enforced by the 
wifdom of the legiflature. I.can already in imagination 
rejoice over fome future refolution of the honourable 
hhoufe, conceived in, words ‘to the following effect. 

_ * Resoxtvep that the fum .of one million fterling be 
“¢ raifed by way of lottery on annuities pte out of the 
“* produce of the tax upon GooD THINGS.’ 

Ir would be no Iefs agreeable to me to send a para- 
graph in the London Evening Poft, or fome other loyal 
paper, importing that ‘ this day the worfhipful com- 
“pany of Fifhmongers dined together at their hall in 
** Thames- ftiect, where the tax upon Goop TuHINGs faid 

“© after 
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étcafter dinner amounted to four hundred and ten pounds 
4 feyenteen fhillingsand fix pence, “being the largeft fam 
“‘ whrich had ever been collected on that occafton.”: 

I MAKE no doubt ‘but that great fums might ‘be 'ex- 
pectedon this account from the common halls of our two 
learned univerfities; not to fay any thing of the laudable 
fociety of Anti-Gallicans, the venerable order of Free 
‘Mafons, and'the numerous fraternities of Bucks, Bloods, 
and-Choice Spirits. 

In may'poffibly be johanna that France will niin 
vour to avail itfelf of our example, and impofe likewife 
a tax upon GooD THINGS; butas freedom of {peech is 
greatly reftrained in all abfolute monarchies, we have no- 
thing to fear from fuch an attempt. Here then we thall 
be unrivalled, -and fhall be able for once to boaft with 
juftice, that we have outwitted our enemies. 

Ir it fhould ftill farther be objected to this tax, that 
it will be a partial one, and grievoufly burthenfome to 
the poor wit, while the rich alderman, the juftice of 
the quorum, and the fine gentleman, will be totally eXx- 
empted from it, Ianfwer, that in thefe public-fpirited 
times, and upon this particular occafion, every man will 
be ambitious of contributing his quota, whether he can 


be legally taxed or not; nay, I am humbly of opinion, 
that thofe who fay the feweft Goop TuHiNnGs, will gene- 


roufly make their demands upon the ftamp-office for the 
greateft number of certificates. 


I wap once entertained thoughts of extending my pro- 
je&t to the Goop TuiNGs that people do as well as fay ; 
but upon confulting a few friends upon the fiiatter, I 
‘was convinced that the benefits arifing from fuch an ad- 


dition would be too inconfiderable to be felt. I have 


therefore, 
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*. 


therefore, for the good of my poor country, and the eafe 
iof thofe in power, made what hafte I could to commu- 
nicate my {cheme as it now is, which I defire you to 


publith as foon as poffible, and am, 


SIR; 
Your moft faithful 


humble fervant. 
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